CHURCH DURING REVOLUTION                191
This denoted a further development in the moderate tendencies.
The Council sanctioned the decisions on the consecration of mar-
ried bishops and the right of widowed priests to remarry, but
reiterated its willingness to submit these questions to the judg-
ment of the Ecumenical Council. Finally, having adopted the idea
of church federalism, the Council sanctioned the autocephalous
Ukrainian Church, as proclaimed by the Ukrainian Council on
May 8, \.g^?
The accusation brought by the Council against Peter that he
was persisting in his political activities was bound to provoke the
civil authorities to action. The Bolsheviks repeated the experiment
they had applied to Tikhon. They charged Peter with recognizing
Grand Duke Cyril as Emperor, thereby making him liable to
prosecution. Using this threat to influence the Metropolitan, Tuch-
kov, in the name of the government, offered to "legalize" the Or-
thodox church administration provided Peter agreed to publish
a declaration of a certain nature, to remove from the church all
bishops whom the authorities considered unsuitable, to condemn
all emigre bishops,-and to keep in contact with the government. On
December 23, 1925, after Peter had rejected the offer, he was ar-
rested together with a group of Moscow hierarchs, who were his
intimate friends. In compliance with the arrangements previously
made by the ecclesiastical authorities, the administration of the
church had to-be assumed by Metropolitan Sergius of Novgorod,
the Suflragan Locum Tenens, An offer of a compromise was made
to Sergius by the government, which demanded that he ascertain
the views of the Old Church. In a formal statement Sergius replied
that the church he represented was not active in politics and was
"absolutely loyal in its recognition of the government/* But he
reminded the authorities that the Soviet constitution guaranteed
the freedom of religious propaganda, and he asked that this prin-
ciple be applied to the Old Church, thus giving it the opportunity
for normal activities. In regard to the emigre clergy, he declared
that they formed an independent body outside his jurisdiction.
2 In White Russia there was also an autonomous church, which bad been pro-
:laimcd in May 192^ and had the right to send delegates to the Synodal Cbarch
Council. The Georgian church, which had announced its independence in 1917,
aad no canonical connection with the Russian church*